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The role of architecture in public exhibitions has been 
substantial oler the last tmo centuries. Se\ era1 broad t!pes of 

REYN VAN DER LUGT 
exhibitions categorize the e~o l r ing  public a\\armess. el  en Netherlands Architecture 
inculcation. of design's role in societ!. From the mid-nineteenth 
to mid-twentieth centuries. a series of great national industrial 

Institute (NAi) 
and trade exhibitions - London in 1851. Paris in 1889. Chicago 
in 189%. and Ye\+ >ark in 1939 - each utilized new architec- 
ture as a presentation xehicle and more: The architecture of 

Representative 
these world fairs became emblematic of the cultural shifts Bienal de Arq u k c t u  ra, QU it0, 
embodied b j  the neu technologies on display mithin the Ecuador 
exhibition buildings. 

A more focused approach to mining the riel\ expresshe and 
iteratile potential of architecture nas elident in a series of full- 
scale demonstration projects built in the earl! twentieth 
centun. P; ith examples like the Darrnstadt arts colon! and the 
'iX eissenhof Seidlung. the introduction of modern architecture 
and modern aesthetics to a wide segment of the public Itas 
made ~nariiiest through the large-wale exhibition of buildings. 

The emergence of the lrchitecture Biennale in recent decades 
continues the evolution of the puhlic presentation ot neu 
architectural ideas. Building on a longer tradition of arts 
exhibitions. these architectural descendantb enlpliasize the 

cultixation of a public audience for the design disciplines. n hile 
adding tvo new components: First, tlie re-emergence of the art 
of architecture late in the twentieth century has been reinforced 
b j  these exhibitions. most notabl! in the  geog~aphic link 
ocrasioried b\ siting major art and architecture biennalef in 
\ enice. The second major theme has been the  internationaliza- 
tion of the biennale. botli in location and in content. RIajoi nen 
exhibitions hale been held on a majority of continent< in the 
last decade. and a consistent theme has been the broad 
exaniination of different trends in disparate locations. At this 
moment. at least. globalization has made it possible for botli tlie 
public and the profesion to be attare ot numeioua intellectual 
discoulv.  ~irnultaneousl~ at worlc around the glol~e. 


